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THE MONTH. 


Uxcertarty and apprebension, like a thick and gloomy mist, still hover round the 
issues of the Eastern Question. Undoubtedly, the two months’ armistice has been a 
boon. Not only have the horrors of war and bloodshed been thereby suspended, but 
hope has once more revived that the vexed and tortuous problem may, after all, be 
solved by the efforts of diplomacy. The hope, however, has not shone so brightly 
or so steadily as to overcome or dissipate the fear. All eyes and al! anticipations 
are, of course, directed to the Conference ; yet many circumstances combine to mode- 
rate the expectations which might otherwise fairly be formed and cherished from the 
meeting of so potent an assembly. The immense warlike preparations of Russia, 
the doubtful and wavering attitude of Austria, the uncertainty still prevalent 
respecting the ultimate policy which in certain contingencies our own Government 
may have decided to pursue—aH tend to depress the public mind,-and to diminish 
in the public estimation the probabilities of a pacific and satisfactory result. It 
would be wrong, however, to entertain dark forebodings just when another oppor- 
tunity is afforded for averting what we fear; and Christians everywhere will pray 
that He who has the hearts of all men in His keeping will so dispose those of the 
princes and statesmen who at this critical juncture have the destinies of Europe in 
their hands, that their counsels and decisions may be those not of self-seeking and 
aggrandizement, but of true wisdom, justice, and humanity. 

To the propositions of Russia, so far as they are known, but slight exception 
can as yet be taken. They involve, in the Christian provinces of Turkey, the indis- 
pensable “autonomy” in the most practical acceptation of the term. Taken sepa- 
rately, and if not pushed to an undue and impracticable extreme, there is little or 
nothing in them to which the other Powers (Turkey excepted) are likely to object. 
Taken in their aggregate, they doubtless constitute a serious inroad on the authority 
of the Porte, even altl®ugh they may not directly infringe either its independence 


or integrity. But the great questions for the potentates of Europe to consider are 


whether any solution of the present difficulty can be right or satisfactory which is 
not likely to endure; and next, whether any solution can be permanent which does 
not provide effectually against the continuation of that wretched system of oppres- 
sion and misrule of which the Bulgarian atrocities are but the crowning and culmi- 
nating point. No resolutions to uphold the integrity and independence of Turkey 
irrespective of considerations such as these will either satisfy the public mind of 
Europe, or, int the discussions of the forthcoming Conference, be of the slightext 
practical avail. The policy which alone deserves the name of pacific, which alone 
can make peace durable, and which, in the present instance, is also the most likely 
to avert war, is that which insists that all, if any, of the articles of the Treaty of 
Paris arc equally binding ; and that if that Treaty is to be interpreted as compelling 
its signataries“ to uphold the territorial integrity of Turkey, it can only be on the 
condition that the obligations which the Treaty imposes upon Turkey herself are 
faithfully and rigidly fulfilled. That this has not been the case is notorious to all 
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independence apart from such provisions for the future government of her insurgent 
provinces as shall insure their immunity from the wrongs and persecutions of the 
4): past, would not only miss a grand opportunity for redressing evil, not only be 
is guilty of a gross injustice, but in all probability embroi] Europe in a disastrous and 
; desolating war. If Russia has ambitious and ulterior designs, these can best be de- 
- feated by co-operating with her in so far as her demands are founded upon equity 
and right. If, however, we shrink from that, Turkey may perchance be embold- 
ened to resist them, and such resistance would give Russia the opportunity which 
those who denounce her are so persistently affirming that she seeks. The appoint- 
ment of Lord Salisbury as Her Majesty's Special Envoy to the Conference is re- 
garded as, in some sort, a concession to the feeling of the nation, which, as it 
assuredly is not prepared to go to war for the maintenance of Turkey as a European 
Power, is not willing to be represented as preferring the integrity of Turkey to 
the well-being and just government of her Christian provinces, if to such an issue 
the question should at last be brought. That, however, save by some strange 
chance or perverseness of diplomacy, is not likely. Some such arrangement for the 
internal government of Bosnia, Bulgaria, and the Herzegovina, as Russia is now 
understood to propose, will also be the best security that Europe can by any possi- 
bility provide for the integrity and independence of the Porte. No unseemly suspi- 
cion or unwise jealousy should blind us to this fact, or induce our Government to 
follow such a policy as shall tempt the Czar (to use his own language to his nobles) 
to act independently of the other European Powers, and thus be placed in « position 
to dispose of the Eastern Question for himself. Insidious designs, should such be 
entertained by any Power, we may not be-able to prevent, but a just, frank, and 
a. straightforward policy is the most likely to prevent or turn aside their execution. 


condition of Servis might just-now cerve os on illustention of the 
bE tion that “they who take the sword shall perish by the sword.” Its people, in the 
: _cenflict. which they sought with Turkey, have been worsted in the field. They took 


up arms, not indeed without palliation, but without necessity, and without any 
a proper counting of the cost. They are now paying the penalty, which has fallen 
i heavily alike on people and on prince. No other result could have beén looked for, 
: on the assumption that they did not infolve Russia in the war. To overpowering 
Ht numbers and overwhelming odds even the bravest must succumb, and the mass of 
the Servian army were without any previous experience of actual warfare. Con- 
; sidering the odds against them, even with the aid of their Russian allies, they have 
done well to keep the Sultan's troops at arm’s length, and to preserve their princi- 
pality from being overrun and desolated by the foe. But their condition is scarcely 
/ better than if such had been the case. There is not sufficient accommodation for 
| the sick and wounded, who, together with the fugitives, are daily returning from 


In the negotiations of the forthcoming Conference it is of great moment that 
the serious consideration of the Powers should be directed to the importance of pro- 
viding adequate and special guarantees against the persecution by the Porte or its 

a more fanatical officials of such of its Turkish subjects as may renounce the faith of 
ar Islam for that of Christianity. We well remember that, last year, several aggravated 
a - gases of such persecution were reported, and that on inquiry the fact was substan- 
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reason than the change pn their religion. Notwithstanding this, however, Sir Henry 
Elliot reported to Lord Derby that the Porte had in the main kept its engagements 
on the subject of religious freedom, and that nothing im the nature of a persecution 
of Christians was really going on. On this statement, as the Secretary of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance well observes, in a letter which has been inserted in several of the 
religioas ‘journals, recent events have supplied their own commentary. At the 
present crisis it is doubly important that this matter should be taken up ; and, as 
Mr. Davis urges, that it should be pressed upon the attention of the Conference that 
those whose task it is to effect satisfactory changes in the internal government of 
Turkey should understand that their work will fall far short of what is needful, © 
unless the protection of the authorities be secured on behalf of such persons as, 
may in time to come renounce the doctrines of the Mohammedan im favour of the 
Christian faith. In no other way cam the imperial law of Turkey be carried out 
that no subject of the Saltam “shall be himdered im the exercise of the religion that 
he professes, or in any way molested upon that account.” 


The Roman Pontiff bas been called om to custain the loss (from his own point 
of view) of his most attached Minister and his firmest and most constant friend. By 
the death of Cardinal Antonelli, the polacy so long prevalent in the political councils 
of the Vatican has received a serious, if not a fimal and a fatal blow. The unyielding 
which at length culminated im the fall of his temporal power, was in large measure 
due to the late Cardinal, who was, on al] cocasions and im all his intercourse with 
the sovereigns and diplomatists of Europe, the unflinching advocate and exponent 
of his master’s non possumus theory—tbe vindacator of his most extreme pretensions 
to absolute and universal sovereignty. The late confidential adviser of Pio Nono 
may be fairly classed with those wary and astate politicians of former times who 
from bemesth the hat of a cardinal administered the temporal affairs of powerful 
states, and moulded kingdoms to thar will Of that long lime of ecclesiastical states- 
men Antonelli must be regarded as the lest. If his carcer was les brilliant, if he 
was not so successful as many of his predecessors, the fact must be ascribed, not to 
lis inferior ability, but to the irresistible force of aircumstances—the age and period 
im which his lot was cast. His mission was to uphold the dignity of a tottering and 
falling throne—to contend for the supremacy of a potentate who claimed to be God's 
Vicegerent upon earth. and who, if kings reagned by divine right, conceived himself, 
by the same right, to reign over them all with supreme and absolute authority. 
That mission Antonelli most certainly fulfilled. To the imexorable logic of facts he 
was, of course, compelled to bow ; but to mo other logic would he-yield. With all 
this inflexibility, however, be was a courtly and courteous diplomatist—« man of the 
world, im fact, who made himself agreeable even to the most strenuous opponents of 
his system. It shoald be noted, too, that it wasof the Papal system rather than of 
the Papal theology that he was the Minister and advocate. He was no ascetic; his 
aims were mundane rather than religious; and he is mid to have privately opposed 
_ alike the promulgation of the Syliabas and the Encyclical, and to have been indif- 
ferent, if not hostile, to the ecclesiastical policy to which the Vatican Council of 
1870 was due. His rise in life was remarkable. If not of humble, he was certainly 
not of noble or exalted birth Asa pupil im the Roman Seminary, his ‘alents first 
attracted the notice of Gregory xvi, who im due time made him his Finance Minister 
Having obtained the Cardinal's hat im 1847, be became, in 1548, the President of 
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Livers] Ministry, under Pio Nono, who commenced his reign with « reforming 


policy. That, however, did not long continue, and before another year, under the 
dread of the convulsions which were then agitating Europe, Pius 1x. and his Minister 
alike became the apostles of reaction. When the Republic was established, Antonelli 
the exile of the Pope at Gaeta, whence they both returned to Rome in 
im 1850, with the army under General Oudinét, by which the Republic in 
that city had been overthrown. As Secretary of State, Antonelli was, under the 


The progress of unbelief and infidelity in the present age seems almost to keep 
pace with that of superstition, each acting and reacting on the other. There is, of 
course, amongst al] earnest Christian men a desire to grapple efficiently with this 
evil, especially under the new forms and phases in which it now appears 
To this subject the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol has devoted a considerable 
tien of his recent charge; addressing himself especially to the fact of the greater 
earnestness of sceptics in the present day, and the seriousness of their tone when deal- 
ing with those questions which are of the deepest and most solemn interest to men, 
as men, in every country and age) Unbelief, he affirmed, claimed to deal with every 
subject, to answer every question that unaided humanity might solve, and to pro- 
nounce all other questions incapable of any possible solution. Hence an infidelity 
of mere negations was arising in our midst, gradually permeating our literature, 
influencing our modes of thought, exerting a detrimental social influence, and eating 
out, as it were, the very heart of Christian faith and life. Doubtless there is much of 
trath in this view, yet the prospect is not one of unmitigated gloom. The greater 
earnestness of unbelief, the fact that the vast importance of the subjects with which 
religion has to do is now by infidels themselves so universally allowed, makes it, in 
some important respects, more easy to deal both with their writings and themselves. 
It is something gained to the cause and on behalf of the claims of Christianity, when 


those who oppose both, do so, not bv treating them with ridicule and scorn, as matters 


unworthy of inquiry or thought, but with the gravity which becomes questions in 
which the issues involved are so stupendous. 


Great interest has attached to the Annual Conference of the Church Associa- 
tion, which has recently been held at Bristol. The gathering was largely and most 
influentially attended, and the topics discussed were of the most important character 
-—all being more or less connected with the progress of Ritualism in the Church, and 
the steps already taken, or desirable to be so, for its counteraction. The President 
(Mr. T. R. Andrews) noted that the Association sought, above all things, to pro- 
mote the spiritual service of God, and to restore or preserve in the Church that sim- 
ple mode of worship which it had inherited from the Reformation. In accordance 
with this view, the first paper, read by Bishop Anderson, was devoted to the ques- 
tion whether the spiritual worship to which Protestants of the Church of England 
had so long been accustomed was not worth contending for—whether the attempt to 
overlay and supplant it by Ritualistic novelties ought not to be earnestly resisted. 
The subject of the extent of the Romanizing movement, and the need of more 
_ earnest action on the part of the laity to suppress it, was introduced by Mr. James 


Pope, the head of the Temporal Government till the day of its downfall ; whilst as 
President of the Council he controlled the administration of the law. Since the 
Italians Government took possession of their capital, Antonelli is said never to have 
left the precincts of the Vatican. His decease was sudden, and was caused by an 
acute attack of gout, a malady to which, in milder form, he had fér some considerable — 
time been subject. 
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Bateman, who handled the theme with ability, and insisted on the duty of Protest- 
ants in respect to it with great raciness and force. The. spirit in which the contro- 
versy should be carried on, and the best means of utilizing the action of branch as- 
sociations, also engaged the attention of the Conference. In the debate on mission 
services, the disadvantages and dangers of Evangelicals acting in concert with 
Ritualists were clearly and ably enforced. Bat perhaps the topic of greatest interest 
was that treated by the Kev. Joseph Bardsley, who dwelt upon the importance of 
the issues at stake in the legal proceedings instituted by the Church Association, in 
relation to which the President had stated that that body had at first hoped to ac- 
complish its object by the force of public opinion simply, bat soon found thaf to 
check extreme practices it was needful to resort to law. The President also observed 
that the Public Worship: Regulation Act had been of great utility; that the first 
decisions were, of course, the most important; and that all perties were anxiously 
awaiting the result of the appeals. The proceedings throughout were marked by 
great earnestness and unanimity. One of the Rithalistic clergy—the Rev. T. P. 
Dale, of St. Vedast’s, Foster Lane—hbaving refused to obey the monition of the 
Arches Court, enjoining him to discontinue his illegal practices, has been inhibited 
officiate at the church in question. . 


As was anticipated, the directors of the Church Missionary Society have decided 
firmly to uphold the attitude and conduct of their missionaries in the island of 
Ceylon, in resisting the arrogant pretensions of the Bishop of Colombo to supreme 
authority over both their missions and themselves. They have passed a series of 
resolutions by which they fully justify the course pursued by their agents, both 
clerical and iay, and affirm that the claims put forth by Bishop Coplestone are 
utterly without foundation, whether in reason or in law. The language of these 
resolutions is courteous, but the ground they take they occupy with confidence, and 
their position is perfectly impregnable. They contend that the bishop has no right 
to withdraw the licences of clergymen for purposes simply of intimidation, or with- 
out strictly legal cause. They contend that by the laws and usages of the Church 
only must a bishop’s authority over clergymen, lay agents, and congregations be 
determined, and not by his own personal ideas of its ngture and its scope. They 
affirm emphatically that a bishop has no right to assume to himself the management 
of any mission of the Society, or of any branch of one ; or to transfer that manage- 
ment, without the Society’s consent, to any other hands than those to which the 
Committee of the Society have themselves entrusted it. These assertions will at 
once commend themselves to the good sense, and command the unanimous approval, ' 
of all earnest and reflective Christian men. No religious society whatever could be 
carried on on any other principle than this; and to maintain that it can or ought, is 
to insult the common sense of the community. We shall await with intense interest 
the final issue of this conflict. 


| It appears from a communication by the Rev. Horace Waller, that the slave- 
trade on the Eastern Coast of Africa, to the extinction of which the efforts of Her 
Majesty’s Government and of the Sultan of Zanzibar have been so long and earnest! 
directed, has of late, through the energetic efforts of our Consul-General at Zanzibar . 
and the means employed at his suggestion, sustained a serious collapse, and gives fair 
promise of coming to a speedy end. All who have the true interests of Africa at 
heart, all who sympathize with the various enterprises of late years set on foot _ 
for her internal civilization and improvement, will rejoice at this intelligence. 
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[From our own Correspondent. ] 
. Paris, November 20, 1876. 
PASTORAL CONFERENCE AT ROUEN. 

Another Conference of Pastors of the Re- 
formed Church was organized lately at Rouen, 
and met in the old Gothic edifice which the 
city long ago gave over to Protestant worship. 
About sixty members of the Right Centre 
and Left Centre—as are calicd the most mode- 
rate and the most likely to coalesce of the 
two parties, Orthodox and Rationalist—met 
to seek what practical means might be adopted 
to prevent a schism, “ while maintaining the 
reverence due to the faith of the 
Church as declared by the last Synod of 
Paris.” The Left Centre, after having de- 


and afew abstained) : “The Conference, pro- 
fessing its reverence for the glorious traditions 


to put an end to present disorder, an 
y convocation of the Synod should take 


__. __Presbyterial councils who have not yet ac- 
quiesced in the religious conditions of the 
electorate to accept them, while it leaves to 
the wisdom of each consistory to fix the 


will see a difficulty in this (). Thus will 
be secured both the synodical izati 
and the self-government of the Church— 


_ principles to which the Conference remains 


invariably attached. Considering, also, that 
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a number of Churches to accept the decision, 
especially if their efforts were encouraged 
seeing a large number of Orthodox adhesions ! 


ity. | This vexed question seems for every step for- 


ward to take two backward. The tide is 
turning in favour of keeping 


a journal ~calls schismatophobdia, or horror 
of separation, and the persevering attempts 
to base union upon confusion; sacrificing 
sincerity, liberty, and trath to that utili- 
tarianiem which the Lord abhors—“ daubing 


its time ih multiplying superstitions, such as 


sacred waters, which, among other marvels, 


One is confounded to see the progress of what — 
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FRANCE. 
| the general faith of the Church is set forth 
in its formularies and authentic documents, 
such as our liturgies and the Declaration of 
, Faith in 1872, and that to the ecclesiastical 
| body belongs the right and the duty of seeing 
that they are respected, the Conference ex- 
| presses the wish that the next Synod should 
authorize every formula now in use, and any 
other that may be found not in contradiction 
E that faith 
- clared its sympathy with the new attempt at 
a] union, intimated its intention to take no.part | flicts to which the , 4 
‘ms in either deliberations or vote. Thirty-seven | may give rise, and to 
5 members of the Right Centre voted the fol-| may be made upon its faith.” 
7 lowing declaration (seven voted against it| POSITION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH.. 
: The Reformed Church has now before it 
of our fathers, is of opinion that the Reformed | thodox conclusions of Le Vigan, and the 
Church of France should continue through-| Right Centre conclusions of Rouen, which 
out time faithful to her past history. It | latter seem to be made up, to save appear- 
h therefore calls all the friends of peace to this | ances, with a show of uniformity / Confusion 
common ground—viz., the oneness of the | reigns (says a journal), and were the Rouen 
: Protestant people in its attachment to its | conclusions adopted by the Church, if would 
faith and historical institutions. It rejects | commencé a period which might be styled 
a schism which would interrupt tradi- | the reign of equivocation! The Left Centre 
: tion. It holds to the synods, because they | members declared that they hoped to bring 
are the representatives and organs of this 
34 unity. They alone can prevent the crum- 
) bling away of the Protestant family, and give 
it the conscious permanence of its un 
The Conference has conte to the lusi 
| place; and in order to do this, the homo- 
geneity of the electoral body should be 
restored in the Church. It would, there- 
7 fore, respectfully press the consistories and 
the walls with untempered mortar ;” Nehe- 
miah and Tobiah shaking hands over the 
| whitewashed building ! 
of application ; no Protestant conscience WOMAN WORSHIP. 
) While official Protestantism is thus spend- 
ing its strength in vain struggles for and 
a against an inward foe, Romanism is spending 
| 


who 


women, in honoar of the thirty-three years 
our Saviour spent upon earth! Every month 
the part each one is to play is’ balloted for. 
The first is called the Privileged one; the 
second, the Lover ; the third, the Spouse ; then 
come the Beloved, the Confidant, the Aspirer, 
the Caplio, the Victim, etc. Indulgences 
have outdone Tetzel long ago! “ Sweet 
heart of Mary, be my saltation !” is a prayer 


in general, and so increase infidelity among 
all who are not their dupes. 
On the 11th of November the remains of 


the late 
: DUCHESS OF ORLEANS - 
were placed definitivelf in the vault destined 


On the occasion of the inauguration of the 
statue of Marshal Nicl, at Maret, 
GENERAL DE CHABAUD-LATOUR, 
presided, after telling of the life and 
death of his late friend and comrade, wound 
up his speech by the following remarkable 
words: “O my country! may all thy sons 
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learn a great lesson! Forgetting their 


;| wretched divisions, may they be animated’ 


by one sole passion—love ! the love of France, 
true devotedness to her prosperity, to the 
regular development of her destinies, and to 
her greatness among the nations! May they 
at length listen to the divine voice of Him 
who cries across the nineteen centuries which 
separate us from that solemn day when He 
offered himself up, a Holy and Almighty 
Victim, to redeem from their errors, before 
the supreme righteousness of God, the chil- 
dren of men, ‘ Every house divided against 
itself must fall.” 


every the evangelistic services. 
Pastor Th. Monod had also a meet- 
ing for the little ones. In «Lyons the first 
days of November were devoted, as usual, 
to Evangelical Alliance meetings, and were 
peculiarly solemn. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


relates to the formulas of ordination, thus: 
“ That the approaching Synod shall authorize 
every formulary at present in use, and any 
other which it may find conformable to the 
faith of the Church.” Twenty voted in favour 
of the resolution, six against, and five abstained 


from voting. 


SPAIN. 
THE PROTESTANT STRUGGLE. 


Oran, Algeria, Nov. 9, 1876. 
The 23rd of last month will be a date of 


sad memories in the annals of Spain, and the 
fature historian of that land of surprises and 
anomalies will dwell upon it as marking a 


gloomy epoch in its retrograde and down-/ 


ward course, for on that day two State docu- 
menta, in the form of circulars, issued from 
the Government offices of Madrid, destined to 
astonish the Christian world, and to alarm 
the best friends of the Spanish people. They 
show conclusively how completely the Cen- 
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secure to students who dip their pens in | 
them euccess in their literary examinations 
flying—the starting-point of a maadlin de- T 
votion, weakening to the nerves and deaden- | 
ps of thirty-three % 
, from reports of 
that brings 300 years’ exemption from purga- EVANGELISTIC EFFORT. 
tory; “ My Jesus, mercy!” only brings 100; | The end of October was marked by the meet- 
and “Jesus- Mary!” said once, only twenty-five; | ings at Annonay, which lasted three days, 
but if repeated fifty-five times, sixty years! | and were attended with special blessing. 
Prayers are not always necessary to gain an | Twenty-one pastors, four evangelists, and 
indulgence ; to successfally persuade another | several elders, from various places and 
to repeat the rosary, gains 150 days. To call | churches, met their brethren and sisters of 
the Carmelites “ Brethren of the very glo-| the Ardéche, the Dréme, and the Hanute- 
rious Mother of God, Virgin Mary of | ire. The meetings were animated, and 
Carmel,” is to gain thirteen years of exemption |cife with Christian love and most cordial 
from purgatorial fires! These things are | hospitality ; 1,800 people filled the church 
printed and thus sent as prospectuses, and 
find their way about like winged seeds; 
taking hold of ignorant minds, and flourtsb- 
ing amOng foolish, frivolous women, poor 
conscience-stricken creatures, and unedu- 
cated peasants. The clergy promote them 
Another Conference has been held At E 
Lille, composéd of thirty-six pastors and lay- 
men. It adopted the resolations prepared 
by Pastor Goulden after rejecting those of 
for them near the mortuary chapel built by | Pastor Lacheret and Pastor Monnier. This : 
Louis Philippe at Dreux. . Pastor Goguel, | Conference adheres wholly to the conclusions 
late of Paris, performed the service. of that of Rouen, modifying only that which 
_ 
J 
Jf 


fining the limits of religious tolerance, re- 
ducing it to the smallest dimensions, restrict- 
ing it, in fact, solely to the right of meeting 
with closed doors inside places of worship, 
declared as such beforehand, without, how- 
ever, any external indication of their use, or 
any sign whatever to guide the etranger in 
search of them. The other is a defence of 
the Sub-governor of Mahon, who made him- 
self notorious by acts of disgraceful intoler- 


ance against the Protestants of that island, 


which exonerates him from all blame; and his 
conduct and proceedings are fully approved 
by Isabetia’s son! 

On the 7th ult, I wrote : “ I'shall be greatly 
mistaken if the next move is not the intro- 
duction of a distinction between churches 
and schools, which will forbid both oceupy- 
ing the same building; for, while it is yet 
admitted that the interior of a place of wor- 
ship is inviolable, schools may be subjected 
to be visited end inquired into. Hereby a@ 
few schools and places of worship may be 
suppressed by d's-evering them, or unneces- 
sary and useless outlay inflicted.” This anti- 
cipation has been but too speedily verified, 
for this is precisely what both documents 
do. The gravest charge against the Sub- 
governor of Mahon was, that be unlawfully 
penetrated into a church during worship and 
interrupted the service by ordering the dis 
continuance of singing the praises of God. 
But because the building was used also as a 
school, he is held to have entered the latter 


authorities, and subject to inspection; as also 
that no foreigners, but only duly qualifiea 


a distance, nor of the violent anathemas of a 


bigoted and rabid bishop : it is the Ministry 
may annoy, worry, and the Christian 


labourers and their co-workers. And the lesson 


| obstinately obstructed the inauguration of the 


tution, touching religious tolerance, Seiior 
Castelar, in one of his inimitable, eloquent 
speeches, held up this man’s famous epistles — 
to the ridicule and castigation of the as- 
sembled Cortes ; but now he is again at bis 
old occupation, and so there are also the 
mother and grandmother—Queens of Spain— 
who were supposed to be the last of the Bour- 
bons, again surrounded by the Clarets and“ 
Patrocinios of infamous memory, again working 
the ruin of Spain, and precipitating its down- 
fall in the ecale of civilized nations! It does 
seem as if the curse (Gen. xii. 3) which 
incurred by the merciless cruelties and | an- 
ishments inflicted upon the Jews is still 
weighing heavily on the land, and leading 
it to utter ruin, as it did with mightier 
and more populons kingdoms. Poor Spain! 
And yet, somehow, I feel a peculiar interest 
in the Spaniards, and would, by God’s help, 
like several other Hebrew Christians, spend 
and be spent for their spiritual welfare. 
A. BENOLIEL. 
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, tral Government has fallen under the biigh’- and mot the charch, and is only blamed for 
ing influences and tyrannical adver | end the worship — 
the Popish priesthood—the universal adver- sent the worshippers to prison. 
saries of liberty, civil and religious. | 
for how long ?!—for it has seen the famous clared to be under 
Isabella and her mother, whom the revolu- 
tion of 1868 drove from the throne and 
sent into exile, retarn with their “camaril- Span ’ 
las” again to sway the destinies of « nation | And this is the reply which the Spanish 
: whom they have driven to the brink of des Government gives to the remonstrances of 
pair aod disintegration. And their return | Lord Derby! It is no longer @ question of 
| has been rendered memorable by the im- | the fanaticism ot over-zeal of subordinates at 
classes, from generals downwards, filling the. 
: land with consternation and dismay. Canovas| 
1 del Castillo, the Premier, bas played into the | 
Le hands of the “Modera los,” the bane of Spain, | ; 
; and their priestly allies. | has not been lost on my old friend, La Herran, 
; Those documents are, first, a circular to| Mayor of San Fernando, who so long and 
i all governors and provincial authorities, de- — 
. church which I was instrumen in 
24 that town. His disregard for orders emanating 
: from the Ministry for the removal of all op- 
+ position to the opening of that church cost him 
4 his post in the end, thanks to the energetic and 
: | efficient interposition of our Ambassador ; but 
2 the Spanish evangelist, an ex-priest, who suc- 
ceeded me, had the weakness and imprudence 
of interceding on his behalf, and he was restored 
to the mayoralty. During the discussion of 
Se | the celebrated 11th Article of the new Consti- 
| 
| 
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ITALY. 


[From our own ] 
Florence, Nov. 18, 1876. 
CARDINAL ANTONELLI AND HIS SUCCESSOR. 
While the great Eastern Question, which 
may now truly be called “ ible,” is en- 
grossing the thought of the world, Italy bas 
been cecupied of late with her own home 
affairs, Cardinal Antonelli has passed away, 


' and with him, as many hope, a policy of 


Papel obstruction. The bland and dexterous 
Minister of the Vatican, who has had the ear 
of the Pope during so many years, played a 
losing game in politics, and has left an im- 


sent young Nuncio at Madrid, takes the 
reins power in hand at a very different 
period of history, just as the next occupant of 


stances, even though he should be Padre 


newspaper press 

been full of anecdotes of Antonelli, but 

little sympathy or concern has been ex- 

pressed. It has been far otherwise in con- 
jon with the premature death of the 


FE 
1 


not only because of a young 
precious life quenched in death, but by 
of the very tender and affectionate 


4 


ifying to the monarch of the land, 


of his subjects. 

The echoes of the Russo-Turkish struggle 
have been still more enfeebled by the com- 
motion of 


for the last sixteen years under the various 
leaderships of Minghetti, Lanza, or Sella, and 
the instalment in power of the Depretis Min- 
istry. The new party of progress, as it is 
called, will count above four hundred votes 
in the new Parliament against one hundred 
members of the old majority. In the din of 
fave been spoken, and 
singular 
decisions, but all in a thoroughly constitu- 
tional way, as at home. The streets of Flo- 
rence and Rome have been covered with pla- 
some of the greatest mén of the past 
been ousted by their constituents, and 
strange, unexpected, and overwhelming 
of the advanced Liberals is an accom- 
which men are now vari- 
I confess to a feeling of 
if I may judge from the 
the King, whom I saw in 

two days ago, all is well. My deep 
conviction is that we are now witnessing the 
uprising of a great, though young and inex- 
perienced people. No one contests the emi- 
mit services of the great Liberal-Conserva- 
tive party, from the days of Cavour onwards, 
which has made Italy, and safely landed her 
in Rome, her natural capital, a free, united, 


the reins of power, so desirable a thing in a 
free Parliament, as in the union of all the freer 
and more progressive elements into 
_ ONE GREAT ITALIAN PARTY, 

for the better organization of affairs, now 
that the external freedom and inner safety of 
the whole land has been secured. It may 
be that some of the present tatives 
and even Cabinet rulers were formerly known 
in their patriotic efforts, like Garibaldi him- 
self, as earnest Republicans ; but the past was 


‘a time when heavy burdens and oppressive 


yokes were being broken, and when much 
ignorance must be overlooked and much un- 
certainty as to the future sympathized witb. 
All these heroic fighters for freedom have 
long ago sworn fealty to the King and to 
constitutional government, and they now 
bear, as unquestioned patriots, the responsi- 
bilities of office. I am inclined to believe 
that there is no ground whatever for alarm, 
but that, on the contrary, in the great ques- 
tion of the relations of the Church to the 
State, in the unification of the laws of the 


various provinces, in the equalization of the 


| 
menee fortune in money and artistic treasures. 
. His successor, Cardinal Simeoni, the pre- 
St. Peter's Chair—when shortly, in the course 
of nature, the octogenarian Pope is removed— 
will find himself in greatly altered circum- 
Beckx, the General of the Jesuits, or our own 
Ultramontane Cardinal Manning. The wait- 
mg attitude of the Italian Government and 
people is evidently the winning policy | 
and respected country. And it seems to me 
that the present upheaval has resulted, not so 
much in the origination of a second orga- 
DUCHESS OF AOSTA, nized party in the State capable of holding 
of the Duke, and the knowledge that 
Bs! couple were martyre to Spanish 
incapacity for self-government. 
all the official condolences, a real 
{ earnest grief has been shown by 
mon people, which must have been 
| 
| A GENERAL ELECTION. 
The. country has been appealed to, and, 
awakening as from lethargy, bas spoken in 
a remarkable manner. Lord Palmerston’s | 
triamph twenty years ago and Mr. Disraeli’s 
majority of one hundred two years ago 
are as nothing to the present overthrow of 


— 


De 


: FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. . 
At a meeting of the Free Pggsbytery of 
Hamilton, held on Nov. 14, a discussion took 
place on an application which had been made 


to the Rev.-J. Henderson, am., by the Free 


Italian Church, to become professor of sys 
tematic theology in its college at Rome, The 
Free Italian Church was represented by com- 
missioner’, as were also Mr. Henderson's 
kirk session and congregation at Coatbridge. 
That gentleman, having already intimated to 
the presbytery that if it saw fit to loose him 
from his present charge, he would accept the 
call from Italy, there was a unanimous ex- 


rit 
sat 


GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent. } 
——, Prussia, Nov. 21, 1876. 


strength. 
although they made great efforts, only suc- 
ceeded in obtaining larger minorities in 
their gains; they gained but a few seats. It 
is probable that the elections for the German 
Parliament will bave the same result. Under 


Church of Rome as to our own Church, will 
not he materially altered for the next three 
years. It is fortunate that the affairs of the 
Evangelical [National Protestant] Church will 
not occupy our political legislation for some 
years to come, as they would suffer from much 


_ the same distrust as hitherto. | 


The only thing to do will be to obtain the 
extension of the Church Constitution to some 
of the other provinces ; but the new provinces 
will not be treated in a different way from 
the old ones. The new synodal constitution 


for the province of Schleswig-Holstein has now 


been promulgated, and the necessary law will 
be laid before Parliament next session. Our 
Church members also have before them the 
duty of electing representatives. The pa- 
rochial councils throughout the old Prussian 
provinces were elected in January, 1874. 
Every three years one-half of the members 
retire, The “Liberals” already begin to 
display activity. They have a clear object ; 
they wish to introduce their own views into 
the Church. But it seems remarkable tha: 
social democrats also should take part in the 


elections—those who generally, from principle 


and on system, remain aloof from the Church. 


One of them a short time ago very cordially 
expressed his opinion-on the subject. “ How 
can you take part in the election,” he was 
asked, “ seeing that you don’t want the Church 
to exist?” “ Just in order to get rid of it,”.was 
the reply. It is to be hoped that Christians 
will do their duty. These ial coun- 
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heavy burdens of taxation, and in the| pression of feeling in favour of his being 
4 general spirit of freedom, Italy has taken | allowed to take that course, and resolutions 
a great step forward. Every well-wisher| were accordingly adopted by the presby- 
| of this interesting country, and particularly | tery to that effect. In the course of a 
every Christian sympathizer, must hope that | speech, in which he assigned his reasons for 
this is so, all priestly prophecies and retro-| accepting the call from the Free Italian 
grade longings notwithstanding. Church, Mr. Henderson remarked : “I make 
: The various evangelistic agencies are now 
; in full vigorous operation over the land, and to 
; these [ shall direct attention (D.v.) in my 
next letter. 
FF THE FREE CHURCH OF ITALY AND THE | 
| not be a 
obviousl 
| every Ing wi 
Church in whose service I shall be, to 
tablish concord and bring to pass that an 
curporating union shall be formed.” 
THE ELECTIONS IN THE STATE AND IN THE | 
CHURCH. | 
The new elections for the Prussian Par- | 
liament heave taken place, and have changed | 
| but little the aspect of the House of De- | 
“a puties. Almost all the parties return in | 
| hese circuinstances, the position of the 5S | 
1 
cils may be very useful ; bat hitherto they 
/ have done little, and the pastors have re- 
ceived far more real assistance from unofficial 
Christian workers, Some of these councils 
have even taken up a decidedly hostile 
position towards Sunday-schools, city mis- 
| | sions, etc. .One of them, at the Zion 
| | Church, Berlin, is constantly at work to ob- 


Evangelical party. The “ Middle party 
has also now issued a programme > 


EF 


Guillaume Groen ean Prinaterer. 
igue, par M. Comew STUART, 
Docteur en io, Utrecht: Bemink et 
fils. 
Grozx vAN Paixsrerer has been called the 
Guisot of Holland. An able historian, p* 


whose leading characteristic seems to have been 


his rigid fidelity in word and deed to his high 


the approval of God and of his oun consmenes, 
As his biographer justly remarks, ‘There isa 
nobility of character which merits the ridicule of 
the profahe, as it does the respect of serious 
sculs ; there are virtues which the world regards 
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tein the removal of the faithful pastor there the Church requires in order to develop her 
from his office. life according to her own laws. As we recognize 
the sovereignty of the State, we trust the 
Pressian State will grant to the 
Church that measure of benevolence and trust 
We fad bound to infl 
1. Westand on the ground of the present ~ use our infivence 
Constitution, being convinced that it is the daty 
of all living members of the Churgh to fill those gelical be maintained. 
forma with an evangelical spirit, and that the 7. Being desirous that the Charch may build 
blesing of God will not fail herself up im pesce, we wish to co-operate as far 
2. of Charch | with the Charch Government end 
can only prosper if she remains on the ground of other parties. 
the Evangelical Creed and the Union [between This programme shows that truly Christian 
Latheras sad Reformed in men are members of the party. The dangers 
alone is sulvation, and in the two truths of | “md the desire to co-operate with other parties. 
Protestantiom— justification alone by faith in the Protestanten-Verein is not clearly ex- 
' grace of God, through Christ the ified ahd 
rises One, andi the Bible, the only source of 
religous truth. The creeds are to us valuable 
treasures of the Church, but we cannot make 
We wish to maintain for our people the ' 
fessor Baumgarten has thereupon withdrawn 
his name from the Profestant Church Casette, 
Let us hope that he will soon see the neces- 
sity of withdrawing his name from the Pro- 
testanten- Verein. 
| his mark upon some soul predestined for s great 
| mission, when he has made to pase before his eyes 
| the vision which shall decide his destiny, the 
beape forthwith repeats the sneering words of 
‘the brethren of Joseph : ‘Behold, this dresmer 
cometh |’... . Dreamer! Yes; and it is the 
triotic and conscientious statesman, an accom- world’s condemnation that to it charity should be 
plished and indefatigable man of letters and jour- a dream, and the Cross foolishnesr.’” Yet there 
; also an humble-minded Christian, were those by whom M. Groen van Prinsterer 
was fully appreciated. Ministers, deputies, states- 
men, and servants gathered around his grave ; 
ideal of the right the Cem Ce 
that he belonged by both his convictions and his | flaral wreath, the same high personage having, 
sympathies to tbe pastrather than to the present, | as we leara since their publication, testified os ihe 
and that be mixed but little in society, we cannot anthor of the pages now before us the satisfac- 
wonder that, as Dr. Cohen Stuart frankly admits, tion with which she has perused them. 
he should have been misunderstood and “ex- M. Groen van Prinsterer was born in 1891, 
tremely unpopular.” But he regarded not and died in May last. As s student in the 
ini men ; his si aim was to secure University of Leyden he greatly distinguished 
himself by his classical attainments. At the 
age of twenty-two he took the degrees of Doctor 
of Philosophy and Doctor of Laws, the essays 
i which be wrote on the occasion being of distin- 
guished merit, Soon afterwards he became 
as the absurdities of the z private secretary to King William 1., and after 
. Bersier has rightly said, “‘ When God bas set filling that post for some time, was sppointed 
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By the Rev. LL.D. 
don : The Religious Tract Society. 
TH18 work comes out very appropriately at the 
close of the centennial year of the American 
Republic. The natural features of the” United 
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of thousands whose only prospect of a journey 
across the Atlantic is that of following, by 
means of the printed and pictured page, in the 
steps of those who have already been thither, 
cannot do better than entrust themselves to the 
guidance of the author and the artist whobave 
produced this charming volume 
The V. and Value of the Miracles 

By Landen Holder ont 
Stoughton. 
Tux cordial reception by the public of his 
** Bridge of History” has led Mr. Cooper to issue 
three other books, of which this is the last, on 
the Christian evidences. He here deals with the 
sceptical objections to our Lord's miracles, which, 


as he says, sre perpetually taking some new or 
apparently new shape. After all that has been 
written upon this subject, there can be little of 


real novelty either by way of objection or of 


reply ; and no more formidable arguments have 
been offered of late against the miracles recorded 
im the New Testament than were refuted long 
age. Thomas Cooper, however, shans neither 
the ancient nor the modern unbeliever. He 
begins with Celsus, and he ends with the author 
of “Supernatural Religion ;" shows how the 
earliest opponents of Christianity admitted the 
miracles recorded in the Gospels as facta, but 
denied their supernatural character; how the 
“old Eaglish Freethinkers” conducted their 


attack ; what are the tactics of their successors 


in the present day ; and how all the explanations 
which have been given of those miracles are 
insufficient to explain them, except that which 
regards them as attestations uf the divinity of 
Ilim by whom they were wrought. The reason- 
ing here presented is so conclusive, and the book 
as a whole is so satisfactory, that we the more 
regret the way in which Mr. Cooper refers to 
one topic which he might, without impropriety, 
have omitted altogether. In the course of the 
work he says: *‘ We will reserve all discassion re- 
specting Christ's Temptation in the Wilderness 
until we get farther on.” When we get to the con- 


| clading pages he tells us: “‘ My own mind is not 


made up as to the real form of the Temptation 
of Christ ; whether to regard the narrative of 
Matthew and Luke as a narrative of facts, as the 
description of a vision, or as a parabolic description 
of His own mental conflict given by the Saviour 
to His disciples.” He therefore leaves the dis- 

cussion untouched. Surely an author on im- 
portact themes like these may be expected to 
make up his mind before giving his readers a 
promise which could only be fulfilled om that 


Forty Years’ Mission, Work in and © 
New Guinea. By the Rev. A. W. Murray. 
London: Nisbet and Co, 

Tux veteran author of these pages may be re- 

garded as one of the founders of the Samoan 
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| Councillor of State Extraordinary and Keeper of 
the Records of the Reyal House. He then con- 
4 ceived the plan of a great work which he sub- 
; sequently executed and issued in thirteen suc- 
ee. cessive volames, the ‘‘ Archives of the Unedited 
a4 Correspondence of the House of Orange- Nassau,” 
cae preceded by prolégomena, written in the most 
+ volumes of his “Manual of the History of 
+ the Country,” “another berculean work,” as 
: Dr. Stuart describes it, “the product of in- 
: credible labour and study.” “It is at once | 
. a work of art and of science, in which a master | 
bil has engraved, in sober and rigidly exact style, | 
4 as on tables of bronze, the great outlines of the 
| 
| 
political life in his native land. He preferred 
to remain as be was, o man of independent 
thought and position, unfettered by aught bat 
the dictates of his own conscience. He was 
one of those leading men who welcomed the | Maueee 
Evangelical Alliance to Amsterdam in 1867, 
and his address on the occasion of the Inter- 
national Conference there, on that occasion, is 
given at the close of these pages by Dr. Stuart. 
We ought to add that, notwithstanding all that 
1 that gentleman has writ ten in praise of his friend, 
he bas not overlooked his defects. Bat he con- 
fesses to his admiration of thé man, a well he | 
may ; and his fellow-countrymen and others will 
not fail to appreciate this record of great intel- 
lectual powers in union with rare moral worth 
and Christian excellence, 
American Pictures drawn with Pen and Pencil. 
States, especially those which appeal to our 
sense of wonder by their grandeur and magni- 
tude, or which excite our admiration by their 
picturesqueness or beauty, as well as the more 
striking features of the social, industrial, and 
be public life of the people, are painted both by 
a author and artist with great ability. Dr. Man- | condition. 3 
ning proves himeelf as genial and instractive a 
fellow-traveller in America as he has been long 
; known to be in Europe by the many who have 
had the pleasure of meeting him inthe works 
: which record his Continental travela. The tens 


opening up of New Guinea to the preaching of | London: Wesleyan Conference Off 
the Gospel, in which he has also taken « lesding | T™* Fernley Lecture which was to 
pert. Mr. Murray writes in  quict and un- delivered in 1875 was omitted in consequence of 
pretending style; and the incidents which he the death of the Rev. Lake Wiseman, who bad 
relates are, for the most part, those which com- been appointed as the lecturer for that year. 


portions of the volume are those which present The A Text Book. London: 


‘* The spirit of Christian reunion is very large in ite embrace, whatever restrictions our sense of 


trath 
require us to lay down. ‘Grace be with all them that love the Lord Janus Chrlat in sincerity,” was the 


Apostie's formula for himself, and it would not be wise in us to be narrower than he was. et it must 
be admitted that the habit of taking ecclesiastical views reap ced oy ae ve very apt to make us nar- 
row. We ought to placethe biblical aspect of religious subjects a the ecclesiastical.” — Daas Howson. 


CONGRESS IN GENEVA ON THE OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD’S-DAY, 
HELD SEPTEMBER 2%, 2, 3%, AND OCTOBER 1, 1876. 


union generally, to receive a brief report of movement destined in a few years to 
one of the most remarkable conventions of | 


delegates. Foremost among these should be vernment has been persuaded to discontinue 


i 
it 
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mission. He bere gives us the details of its The Priesthood of Chriat. The Sixth Fernley 
monly belong to a life of steady labour in sowing | me lecturer for year, 
the These, from | ™**es touching allusion to this fact His 
a worldly point of view, may not be very remark. | ditcourse is a clear and scriptural presentation of 
able, but regacded in their true light, and with the doctrine of our Lord's priesthood, having 
reference to their spiritual resalts, they are of special reference to the errors now so rife upon 
high importance. Not the lesat impressive | *e subject among ultra igh Charch divines. 
of degraded Europeans, who were raised to the page fer cosh dag in the your. Each 
: dignity of tree, Christian manhood. The work | page is headed by a text of Scripture and a 
contains not « few facts which claim a permanent | verse from some Christian poet. Below are 
place in the annals of missionary laboar. | raled lines for births, marriages, and deaths. 9 
It will be interesting to the members of | At the close of that Conference our 
the Alliance, and to the friends of Christian _ Christian brethren in Geneva commenced a 
| was 
modern times. formed, under the zealous and active presi- : 
In the year 1861 the Evangelical Alli- dency of M. Alexander Lombard, for pro- 
ede. 
rma- 
Lau- 
nentioned thc Professor Wodet. ¢ pubiic WOrks. LO posta. nC 
chitel, and the Rev. Andrew Thomson, p.p., other employés rest on that day. With an 
of Edinburgh. Few persons present were energy and courage worthy of their moun- 
aware at the time of the deep interest tain home and of their history, the Swiss 
awakened on the subject, especially in the brethren have influenced other countries and 
‘minds of our Swiss friends, by these ad- ‘have drawn closer their bonds of union with 
| dresses, and the permanent and practical | kindred in Great Britainand beyond. 
results which, by the blessing of God, were | the tic. | 
likely to be produced. ; The Central Committee, encouraged by the 
| 
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Bishop appeared to be such interested, and 
promised to head a similar movement in his 
own diocese. He assured the Secretary that 


I. The principle of an International Con- 
federation for the revival in Europe of rever- 
ence for, and observance of, the Lord’s-da 


“ God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 
it” (Gen. ii. 3). “Remember that thou 
keep holy the Sabbath-day” (Exod. xx. 8). 


“The Sabbath~iay was made for man” (Mark 


i, 27) 


The duplicate version in English was read 
to the meeting by the Rev. John Gritton, of 
London, and discussion followed. Great di- 


vergence of opinion appeared, as might be ex- 


pected in an assembly constituted as this | j 


Congress was ; but, in fact, the expressions of 
dissent were very few, and only one person 
advocated the simply humanitarian basis on 
this important subj Eventually, the re- 
solutions, after solemn prayer being offered to 
Almighty God, were affirmed unaltered, and 


which principally gentlemen from different 
countries connected with railways took part. 
By unanimous vote, a commission was formed 


= 
i the whole assembly rose, with only one ex- 
[PERE ception, to express acceptance. 
tha Tlie adhesion by signature was given in 
ts) lve would gladly receive any pamphlets or | the even'ng at a réunion,in the magnificent 
i publications advocating the good cause, and | rooms of the Hédtel National, which were 
4 that he would not only preach on the subject | thrown open for the reception of the numer- 
ef himeelf, but invite all the curates in his dio-| ous visitors attending the Congres The 
: i cese to follow his jexample. hospitality was lange and cordial ; a choir, al- 
ae . Other reports followed. ternately with the orchestra, presented « 
5 j In the afternoon the session was devoted | suitable selection of choice music ; and Pastor 
i to the practical end of the Conference—the Roehrich read a poem which he had composed 
oi formation of an international Confederation for the occasion, entitled “ Le Roi Dimanche. 
ii in defence of the LorJ’s-day. The report on | Appropriate addresses were delivered by vari- : 
the sulject was read by Professor Godet, | ous speskers on the great subject which had 
whose words of power, spoken six years ago | brought so many together. 
at the Evangelical Alliance Conference in 
Geneva, were the seed of the good harvest ae Sarransen 38. 
. which Geneva and the Churches of the(on-| The two questions before the Congress this 
| tinent were reaping. The report M. Godet | day were touching railways, and the payment 
presented was full, tender, faithful, apd per-| of wages. The first was taken in the morn- , 
of suasive. At the close he read the following | ing, and in a supplementary session in the 
four res>lutions for discussion and for accept- | afternoon. . 
ance by the Congress, if they should command| M. Gaspard Filliol presented the report 
approval. on railways. A discussion followed, in 
of railway representatives, engineers, and 
the connected with various steamboat 
on be to operate in their various eountrics, in 
" II. The definite constitation of this Con- | “Y: | 
. federation will be drawn up at a future Con- The question as Saghe as ay for 
gress, to “be called at the latest within two | WAee* cnesged atten ane 
} years, by the Swiss Association. 
The plan of organization and pro- 
a cedure (modus vivendi or modus operandi) is family yours 
shall be prepared under the care of the same Soe the mest & ue 
association, aided by the Central Committee At this session » kind and encouraging 
| letter from the Archbishop of Canterbury 
‘ IV. The undersigned present at the Con- | was read, and received with expressions of : 
individually, and as representing their 
gress, ty; pr K gratitude to his Grace for his words of wis- 
i various associations, give their cordial ad- dom, and countenance given to the move- — 
| hesion to the project above indicated. ment. 
i visitors to the city. In 
r the Salle de la Réformation 
in every part, congregation 
} 3,000 persons assembling to 
if resses from M. Edouard Monod 
Naville: Pére Hyacinthe (M. 
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Loyson) was to have delivered an address, 
but the death of his mother the previous day 
prevented his doing so. 

‘The following stanzas, from a hymn com- 
posed by Monod, were sung, as with one 
mighty voice, by the vast assembly, gathered 
from so many and distant lands :— 


Jour du ! Jour du Seigneur ' 
Nos Ames te bénissent. 


nos travaux finissent 


i dans ton ciel 
dun entre ante 


Verra ta face 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
A communication was also read from the 
Executive Committee of the 


A meeting of Council was held on Thurs- 
day, November 16; Lord Alfred 8, Churchill 
in the chair. After reading the Scriptures, 
prayer was offered by Donald Matheson, Esq. 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The following gentlemen were unanimously 
admitted to membership :— 

John Morrell, Esq., Southport. 

G. E. Sloper, Eeq., Southampton. 


SPAIN. 
The Secretary reported that he had for- 
warded to Madrid the resolution passed at 
the recent Conference at Southport, and read 
the following reply from the Right Hon. 
A. H. Layard, Her Majesty’s Ambassador :-— 
Madrid, Nov. 8, 1876. 

Dear Sir,—I should feel much obliged by 
and the Council of the Evangelical Alliance 
my best thanks for the copy of the resolution 
with reference to the religious question passed 
at a meeting of the annual Conference of the 
society on the 6th ultimo. I feel very much 
to find that the Conference approved 

of the little I have been able to do to protect 
the rights and interests of the Protestants in 
thiscountry. You may assure the Conference 
that no exertions will be wanting on my part 
- to secure to them complete religious toleration, 
if, unhsppily, they canrot enjoy complete 

freedom. 


I entirely agree with the Conference in 
believing that the reactionary 
policy of the Spanish Government in the 
religious question is “opposed to the best 
interests of the people of Spain, and to those 
"fraternal relations with the people of other 
lands so desirable to cultivate and strengthen.” 
Acting under the instructions of the Earl of 
Derby, I shall lose no opportunity of pointing 
this ont to the Ministers of the King. 
| Believe me, dear Sir, | 

Yours very faithfully, 
(Signed) A. H. Layarp. 


that he has instructed Her Majesty's 
early report on the subject. ’ 


Your most bumble servant, 
(Signed) Pavycerore. 


and Consul-General in Egypt to furnish an — 


Et 
Thus terminated this remarkable Con- | 
ference, for which the thanks of Christians | 
are due to their brethren in Switzerland, and, 
above all, to the great Head of the Church . 
for His benediction, clearly vouchsafed, and 
for the harmony, wisdom, and unanimity 7 
which prevailed ‘under the guidance and 
_we trust, will be followed with the sympathy, | 
prayers, and the co-operation of the 
: Church of God throughout the world. | 
Alliance of the United Statee on the subject 
of the recent action of the Spanish Govern- 
ment towards Protestant Churches in Spain, 
United States’ Minister igf that country, the 
Hon. Caleb Cushing. 
Extracts from a letter were read from 
R. Corfield, Esq. of Madrid, thanking the 
‘ Council for the steps taken by them, and 
expressing the hope that, before long, branches 
of this Alliance will be formed in Madrid and 
other parts of Spain, with a view to i 
and encourage Christian friends 
PERSECUTION IN EGYPT. 
It was reported that the memorial to the | 
Khedive had been suitably prepared for pte- | 
sentation. A letter had been written ae F 
Earl of Derby accompanying the d 
requesting that his lordship would kindly 
forward the memorial to Her Majesty's . | 
Consul-General at Alexandria, with instghc- 
tions to him to present it to his Hi “sd 
The following reply had ven 
from the Foreign Office :— 
Foreign Office, Nov. 11, 1876. | 
Sir,—I am directed by the Earl of Derby 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 2nd instant, upon the subject of cases of 
| religious intolerance to which, according to 
information received by the Evangelical , 
Alliance, Protestant communities in pro- 
vinces of the Upper Nile have been subject. 
I am to state, in reply, that his lordship is 
unable to undertake to forward a memoria’ 
from the Alliance to the Khedive, as it 
would be contrary to established usages, but 
cc 


eyeet be if the cam 
The fom the 
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The Cel Ge & 
eonfer work Sir on tr Ge 
panel of the & he 


apened woth for and 
presen wher | med take 
woe was brit preached 


of the dex, “The Git af God 
ae by mp Ge “Cont de 
peel, pee et ee 2 
ewer bw Vemma whe ger hom 


‘The Counc came 
amd Poe Whe the Hail, Great 


threughast, by bes remarks founded upan the 
The Lord's Sapper wes 
4 adusumtesed te a very large sumber of per- 
sun, and proved to be a most edifying cer- 
whnch the Premdent of the Lyons Branch, M 
eed Vautoer, geve am account of the Evangelical 
thet teem, necting the t objects, and giving 
the the Brith pertaculars of its uscfulmem Im response to 
the mem bes | addremed the meeting. Upon 
off he Allie off) the whale I have to whet t 
umn a beer a wery ful Conference. Personally 
Mix Danis thee | deriwed much ung from attending it, 
am h gpy to com-y to the Council my 
aem that the corcumetance of a dele 
been epecaally deputed by thr 
Branch to be preeemt and take part 
the proceedings of this Conference 
z will have a good efiect upm the ope 
@ the Frome 
and all, expecally from the Premdent, 
Vauterr, and from the Rev. David 
the Enghsh Chaplam bere, received a 
welcome, and was deared to exprem 
ax cordul thanks to the British Counal for 
amg me te repreecnt them” 
WEEK GF PRATER. 
ang the January Week of 
2 
| 
odeck 7 
for youmg people ot 2 and FROM SOUTHPORT. 
menting af aft the ‘The Secetery eeported thet the «am of 
hed been received from Soulh- 
the balamce of callectaons after sermons 
the St. George's Presbyterian Church of 
town it was resolved that the thanks 
this Council be presented to the Rev. J- 
Rentoul, for bis kind aid 
FIRANCE. 
Whe cash statement for the year 
June 30, 1876, having been andited 
and Gordon, we 
by Jckm Finch, scoonded by 
Ward, and “That the 
ef thus Council be presented to those 
for their kind and valuable aid” 
2 The cash for the four months 


i will of God, His 
company assembled in the drawing-room. The our own sins, and our need of a Saviour, to 
Rev. M. C. Osborn presided, and un behalf of whom alone we ought to confess our sins. 
Mra. Bennett welcomed those present. The This gave to a few, but I proclaimed 
proceedings commenced with devotional exer-| to them the’ scriptural view of repentance 
cises, passages of Scripture being read by the and confession, the love of God, and similar 
Rev. William Batters and Dr. Gill, and truths. Then « man stepped forward and 
prayers offered by the Rev. Lake cried out : ‘ Blessed be his mouth, this man 
and the Rev. Dr. Fisher. the Gospel; the 

The Chairman referred to iests deceive you ; I am seeking the salvation 
now being made in various He then came up to me and 
‘country to evangelize the masses, id : I have not con- 
mote increased will not. Every 

The Rev. day I pray to God for the pardon of my sins, 

and sleep calmly, and earn bread for my 
family, with God’s blessing.’ Sach words, 
uttered by a man fifty years of age in pre- 
bly, made a pro- 
another town of 
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presented, as examined by the Finance £688 16s, payments £639 2a; balance of 
7 Committee, showing receipts amounting to | lighilities over assets, £34 14s. 
SOUTH LONDON SUB-DIVISION. : 
The monthly meeting of the Committee | took our stand in the midst of the fair, and 
and’ friends of this branch of the Alliance were soon asked for books of confession. I 
was held on Friday evening, November 10, explained that the Sacred Scriptures, which I 
best booka, because they 
of the Gospel in that country. 12,000 inhabitants we were very favour- 
Mr. Ashton then addressed the meeting.| ably received. Our bookstand was con- 
He referred to the constant change of Govern- | stantly surrounded. Some asked me whether, 
ment in Spain, and to the fact that all | in case they obtained more liberty, I would 
Governments had crippled the freedom of | come and preach in the theatre.” Touching : 
Protestants. Since Queen Isabella was driven | upon the present troubles in Spain, Mr. : 
from the throne some thirty churches or col-| Ashton expressed his belief that the arbi- | 
lections of Christian people have been formed, | trary removal on the part of the Spanish | 
all gathered within the past eight years. It | Government of signs, etc, would call atten- 
was cheering to note, too, that all denomina tion to Protestant places of meeting, and 
tions were helping in Christian work in| even result in larger attendances both at y 
Spain in one place the special agent of the | chapels and schoo 
Evangelical Continental Society is an ex- Mr. Alderman McArthur, ur. and Mr. 
priest. He has in his sthool 100°children, | Corderoy asked questions regarding religious 
: while there are only eight in the National | liberty in Austria, and Mr Ashton stated . 
School. Referring to # special mission to | that Protestants had far less religious liberty | 
some of the fairs of Spain, Mr. Ashton read | in the Austrian empire than in Spain. : 
extracts from a letter recently received. “In| The meeting was concluded with prayer, 
———, a town of 7,000 inhabitants, we! and the company adjourned for refreshments. 
‘ IRISH BRANCH. 
~ The Council met in the Metropolitan| The following were elected members of 
Hall, Dublin, on Tuesday, Nov. 7; the Right the Alliance :— 
Hon. William Brooke in the chair. Rev. William Arnold, u.a., Enniscorthy. 
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Kirk- R. ©. Barbour, Eeq., Dablin. 
patrick. The following gentlemen were Captain J. Sandys Bird, Dublin. 
unanimously elected members of Council,| Rev. G. A. Chadwick, s.p., Armagh. 
upon the nomination of the Derry Branch Joba, Gailey, Esq., Rathgar. 
Rev. John C. Greene. A letter was read from the Rev. James 
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of the Roman Chareh during 
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and expressing the interest felt by the Council 
in London in the work of the Irish Organi- 
zation. The Secretary reported that com- 
munications had also been received from 


different parts of the country, expressing 


warm of the Alliance. A list of 
subjects for special addresses, embracing 
topics of the most varied interest, and bear- 
ing upon the life and work of the Church, 


{December 1, 1876. 
was submitted for the the Council. 
Leading men of the Evangelical 
Churches have kindly to act as 
speakers, The Secretary further reported 
that were being sent to 


of organization throughout the country was 
progressing: 


THE PRESENT STATE OF EUROPE IN RELATION TO THE SPREAD oF 
THE GOSPEL. 


By rue Rev. J. 


B. Paton, M.A. 


Read at the Southport Conference of the Evangelical Alliance, October, 1876. 


modern Europe which set its present 


ligious state, and indicate our oppor. 
tupities to spread the Gospel and 
Will chow bow 


im every sphere, the. question. 
the claims of Chriat’s doctrine and 
ing the minds of men; that the 

is past; that not only the gt td 
’ governing classes, but the masses of the 
sgitated, from various causes 

hors in regard to the position, the trae 
nature, the authority of Christianity, both 
as a doctrine and an institutioe; and that amidst 
all this ferment of excitement and fervid an 
nisms, there are emerging into ever clearer Ii 
and more definite activity, certain os 
which either favour or direct] pport the 
Evangelical faith and, freedom that Periritea! 
Christianity which we who are present here 
unite to testify, and desire to promulgate and 
extend throughout Eu The fir first ~@q 


tous fact is the astou ee ae 
organized activities, and the ized infiu- 
this centaur 


Who that witnessed the itude and 
of the Roman Catholic Church during the 


oe Ba or that saw the convulsions of its | 


years 

tury? That revolution re-tempered the | 
of the Roman Catholic Church. And more, 
bh it dissolved the old fabric of its 

tha is fesed, like a strong fire, the different ele- 

ments that it embraced, and even the se 

national churches that owned fealty to the P. 

into one closely-compacted body. And with 


of the Roman Church, I am not to trace. It is 
the fact iteelf I have to exhibit in its full signifi- 
in all its forms by one spirit, 
from one source, may he 
the end The inward 
of the Church shows a part 
uniformity impressed on 
_Chureb, gh Fr 


aniversal bas been raised the un 


his kingdom, “Itis 1.” He now concentrated 
in ove soli person. 

truth, and honours, which the Lord gave Hu 


nistic point of Catholicity 
most schismatic denial has now been proclaimed. 

The All” ts now merged in One. Reinet th 
with this reconstruction of the Roman eae ome 
» | om the Jesuit model of absolute obedience to one 


Church. The fevered, highly-stimulating reli- 
gious exercises, the ascetic and mystic litera- 
ture, the vivid, continuous excitement of emo- 


directs through the Remon 
is onan as intoxicates the feelings, darkens the 


reason, destroys the sense of i ent respon- 
sibility, and subsequently the This teach- 
ing and discipline, harmonizes per- 
| feetly with the Jesuit and 


resistless authority that on the 
fashions religious experience of Roman 
Catholics, so Jesuit morality directs and fashions 
their conduct. The text- on ** Morals,” 
in all im Roman Catholic seminaries, are 
written by Jesuits. The Jesuit morality which 


Pasca) scathed with the flames of his 
keen irony and hot indi in the ‘‘Provin- 
cial the ized authori- 


tative moral doctrine of the whole Chureb. And 
this Jesuit polity, discipline, and morality are all 
parts of the system which fit together and A 
plement each other. The 

of the Roman Catholic Church may ingly 
be briefly, but most accurately summed up ia 
one word—that Church is now transformed intv 


tic Jesuit é 
ts outward awe reveals the same 
controlling of 


terrible, energy and 


: | | different congregations in the city, and were 
a cordially received, and that the work 
| | The Roman Church—one of Pharaoh's lean kine! 
| —has devoured the Catholic Church ; and of this 
Church the Pope says, as Louis xiv. said of 
| 
| 
modern orders that are ainliatec 
has been a corresponding change in the religious 
and in the moral of the 
e Vigilant priestly superintend- 
| ence which mark the modern J Kenate of 
b Rome, all savour in like manner ofthe Jesuit 
. Fathers and their discipline. Liguoii is the 
modern ‘‘ Loyola,” who bas rule now over the 
a sake parate order; and 
revolutionary at the inning of this 
century, could have conj its wonderful 
: resurrection, its naughty assumptions, and its 
| 
4 
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the Jesuit Society, and its affiliated orders, in | 
the attempt to dominate the raling secular 


Es 


sides these, the Church in all parts of Earope is 
using the two chief instruments for leading and 
manner di —viz., the cheap press and 
the power of organized associations. Both of 
these are sedulously and skilfally employedjwith 
energy and erelt. The extent to 
which modern principle of co-operation and 
is utilized by the Roman priesthood for their 
objects, has not been duly i These 
associations are formed for all the several classes 
of » , and they ostensibly seek the most 
varied objects of philanthropic social recrea- 
ton or trade. Bat be they what they may, 
secure faith or zealotry of their 
people, ths that is 
train people for concerted, 
dient action in any arena to which they may 
lead them. Now, these latter methods sre ia 
themselves legitimate, and may serve even as 
models for other churches to follow. Uafortu- 
nately, however, are manifestly used by 
the as engines of a supreme 
purpose and policy —viz., to gain political power, 
to exalt the su of their Ch over 
civil society, and to withhold those individual 
liberties of conscience and of faith which are 
obnoxious to the Church, but which are - 
teed modern civilization ; and on the other 
hand, fortanately for mankind, the and 
the principle of association cannot be worked 


without awakening the iuteiligence of the 
people, and giving ay ag feel their power ; 
we 


prisons the people that are subject to it. From 
this Church, thus relentlessly fulfilling its hard, 
selfish destiny, educated men have for centuries 


4 


- | the faith which it 
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revolted, and either fallen into sullen, iafidel io- 
ility not only against the Cha t against 
process is going on in 
countries today. Bat since 1870 an organized 
and testimony by many eminent Catholics 
been made against this last de t of 
the Roman Church in the V an Old 
Catholic Church has been f in Austria, 
Bohemia, and Italy. This Old Catholic move- 
ment is tainted at ite source by Rationalism, 
which makes any Church ion and re- 
form utterly impossible ; bat in Germany and 
Switzerland it holds firmly the positive faith 
of Ubristianity, is rapidly ing itvelf from 
mediwval su i as it has need and 
renounced modern Jesuit ices of the 
Church, and in some of its eet 
a noble evangelism —a spi van- 
lical which gives fatare, 
itherto the Old Catholic Church has chiefly 
drawn to iteelf the educated men and women ; 
hitherto, likewise, it has chiefly engaged im 
defining its principles. and izing itself for 
independent existence and activity. It not only 
wears the Catholic name, but it exalts, as against 
Protestants, the Catholic princi in regard to 
which I confess my sympathy with it. The 
first is that all looal, or national Christian 
Churches should seek some visible expression 
before the world of their unity in Christ, and 
stand in the with one 
another—a whi vangelical 
Alliance in some measure to em- 
body; aad the second is that the Charch is not, 
as part of our Protestant bols teach, an in- 
stitution which exists only forthe faithfal preach- 
ing of God's Word and the right administration 
of the sacraments, but that it is a living and life- 


giving organization, which, if it be compacted of — 


members and be thus living in Christ, 
its abiding spirit, does impart grace and heal- 
ing to men, of which its sacraments are but 
the signs. Now, my earnest er is that the 
Old Catholic Church, recovering the primitive 


dern Europe that have gro 


every point contrasted with each other. 
the modern constitational State which 
its authority and powers from the people, 


& 


is 
Charch, which imposes its absolute 
upon the people, and exists jto annul 


~ 


I 
| 
powers t rid, in the lust to conquer 
be conquered 
: When kings 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
i 
4 
| grand Catholic princi may no ionger 
| content with and vehement protest 
against Papal superstition and infallibility (for 
these negations will not move and convert the ! 
Catholic peoples of Earope), but endeavour to im- 
| Press the peoples with issi ardour to 
proclaim the divine aad saving faith, and which | 
it knows has long been buried underneath the 
| frauds and idolatries of the Roman Charch. | 
relation of the ts of Europe to the 
Christian Church. Religion is nowin Ea 
Governments; nor can it now be leashed and | 
are creating a Frankenstein in evoking and | 
destroy those that have called 
Thus we see the Churzh of Rome realizing and 
the very whet, aad in 
im everyw in 
—_ a and im- | exists in to 
SEE 


- 


— 


- “4 


oo dominion over its mem 
been obli to repress i- 
nation of the Chareh over its members, and to 
restrain itwithia the domain of spiritual iofla. 
ences, in order that it might preserve against 
the gigantic forces and terrorism of the Church 
as a corporate body, the individual rights and 
liberties of its own citizens, who were at the 
same time members of that Church. In some 
cases the State may have pushed its authority 
to thi end too far. iah to fix attention 
on momentouayprinciples, Wholly good as | 
em, whichfre being generaty 

in Eurdpe, as the of this cOnflict. Firat : 
Many Influences have conspired to awaken the 
**Church " idea and impulse in ourtime. It is 
not only their own salvation that concerns them. 
The thought of the “Church” of Christ—of 
the larger commonwealth of His members—fills 
the Christian world here. Now, the mo- 
dern State, whilst it has had to repress a 
“ Despotic Churchism,” is obli by the 
of liberty--of religious liberty and 
iberty of association which it tees --to 
concede a right of ind t existence and of 
freedom to Christian Churches which in former 
centuries was unknown ; uently through- 
out Church of Christ is recovering 
for iteelf, though slowly, an autonomy—a dis- 
tinct organization and right of self-government— 
which, till this century, has had no existence 
since the fourth century. Second : The modern 
State necessarily izea “and protects the 


uently in Germany re- 
cent legislation has restored to the parochial 


cient rights in the appointment of parish clergy- 
man oy be the use of 
capitular . In Italy, too, the present 
Government sustained the right of the 


eg to elect its own priest and confer upon 
n the parish manse and glebe against the 
claims of the bishop to impose a priest of his 
choice upon them. In France, as we may dis- 
cern if we read the signs of the times, this 
great revolution will follow inevitably from the 
constitutional freedom enjoyed under the Re- 
public. And yet, y Aves simple right of con- 
stitutional law and liberty, a change is bei 
introduced into the Roman system which saps 
its very base, and will shake it to its fall. 

In one direction, however, a great evil has 


ized | Church has given in that country 
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State and the Church. The Church has 


TT 


that the want of France is Na 
where it shall be taught that science is 
——a for man, Secular schools ma there- 
ore be in Holland actually un 


and the State in refusing its — 
ve 


religious state of Earope, so far as it is affected 
action of Governments, we shall see these 
things. First, it is 
important in the life of a peopl 

the character of their religious vitality affects 
their political history. Ata recent meeting of 
the editorial staff of the ‘Journal de Dé 
which was attended by a friend of mine, all 
them, though either nominally Roman Catholies 
or professedly s&ceptic, confessed that the ex- 
havstion near extinction of Protestantism 
in France 'by 


in her that moral impotence whj 
an easy prey to revolution and des 
the Charches of Christ are gradually assuming & 
distinct and a more independent form of ex- 
ing vigorously y 7 
ir proper spiritual sphere ; and, third, the 
laity of each Church are i 
rights of their own in the Church as against any 
ecclesiastical superiors, whatever authority these 
latter may have usurped and may attempt to 
enforce. Now these prevalent ideas ens 
acceptance throughout Europe—even olic 
Earo to me to show a glorious oppor- 
tunity for the through them of 
evangelical trath ; for e ical truth in- 
- dicates that individual liberty which the modern 
State maintains, and secures 
religious sanctions, bringing 
and asserting his responsibility to 
it seeks only the 
sént an intelligent, willing faith; it ws 
men into a free communion with one another 
only because they are filled with the Spirit, 
it abjures absolutely the coercive powers of 
the law in the opération and discipline of the 


Church ; whilst, lastly, it ims the ministry 
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dom of its membera. Now whenever these two , ensued from this conflict between the modern 
powers in any sense are co-ordinate—i claim 
: between them is inevitable. This conflict breaks | in order to enforce ae a ee 
si8 out im the political arena. And the saddest | the education of children. Well, the 
fact in the religious history of modern Europe 
is thie, that in many countries the two great 
ing —— are styled Catholics and Libe- 
. rale—the iberals, mostly infidel, as they know 
no Christianity but the for 
freedom without religion ; the Catholics fighting 
: against freedom in the name of religion. Now 
in this conflict between the State and the Papal 
Charch, or any Protestant Church that claims a 
sup- 
port to infidelity. 
Leaving, however, on one side the difficult 
uestion of public education, if we look at the 
| and the dragonnading of xIVv., | 
rights of the laity of each Church, It cannot 
| regard property devoted to the uses of its sub- 
jects, who are members of a Church, as being 
the property of an ecclesiastic appointed by a 
foreign spiritual potentate. It must protect its 
own subjects, and maintain their right over 
that which exists, and is guarded b the State 
| 


/ ‘ 


te of suzeraip. 


courts, and in the most noted schools, was 
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Now, we believe that only the mighty 
of onace—ic., of self-sacrificing love, 
whi seeks the righteousness of God, to estab-— 


Christianity is the true seculerism. 
powers are all embodied here in the Church for 
the healing of the nations. I bave accordingly 
viewed with intense interest the establishment 
of the “ Jane Mission ” on the Continent, which | 


will give 
sorrows, helping them 
ieve 

im the heart of Christ, and poured 
life eternal. 


THE STATE OF PAPAL EUROPE. 
By tae Rev. ARraur, MA. 


A Paper Read at the Southport Conference 


Earope meant all civilised Esrope. In the age | 
succeeding to the Council of Trent, Papal Europe 
meant only all the most ancient, id, and 


to divide the East and West between them, the 
P idipg over the distribution with the 


pted. Outside of this 
splendid circle lay po nation ing either 
aa imposing antiquity or a brilliant modern 


ex Some States ia Germany bad thrown 
off the Papal authority, but, compare! with the 
historical nations, they were individually weak, 
and were also difficult to combine, being now 
sundered from both their temporal , the 
Emperor, and their spiritual head, the Pope. | 
Two monarchies lay between the lights of civili- 


of small account. -Every great bis- 
torical em the Continent’ belonged te 

b ancient university, 
and every influential centre of art, letters, or | 
civilization, excepting only places which had | 
sprung up into renown since the conflict of the 


Keformation The old, lan- 
s were all in the service of the Papacy. | 
tahap, French, Spanish, and P. ese were 


exclusively so. These inherited the Latin dig- 
nity and culture. German at the most polished 


Papal. Only in new and northern States had it | 
revolted. 


he English, too, was ite comrade in | and India beginning to show how it 
the revolt. Hut neither of these languages bad one day weigh in the same scale. 


of the Evangelical Alliance, October, 1876. 
speak of. After the poverty of s 


searching old Christianity and finding it 
as men find bid treasure. 


the Bible, and without other lighter nations 
without the Bible, except as a text- 


Council 

disappeared; Italy was a itieal nullity; 
were talon in mournfal 

ta. much power, though not comparative 
rank, bat her mightiest forces did no longer 
play under the touch of the P. . In the 
meantime the little States which at Reform- 
ation were only emerging from barveriem, 
had become learned in all the learniog of the 
ancients and moderns. The German and Eng- 


lish tongues had filled the world with a new 


was 
framed now the two mightiest do- 
minions upon —the British empire and the 
Rassian em A third name, 


pire. never heard 
till long after Trent, designated the strongest 
force in Germany, which began 
might become the strongest on the Continent. 
That name was the kingdom 


fourth name, never heard till two centaries after 
reared ond the seas—the Uni 


new id ia Ww 
affected the cast of the scale in the Old 
another new 


CHRISTENDOM. [Decemb:r 1, 
individual ie a member—as the noblest end of | seeks to apply[the energies of Christian love and 
social evilr, and so to make men 
| of the “‘ Social Democracy,” though is | ciety, and that C our Lord is the Saviour of 
inspired with thie generous sentiment ; i _mapkind, of society as of individuals. Thes I 
secularism is touched with the same elevated | conceive and picture to myself the Church of the 
futere: having an evangelic mind, a Puritan 
conscience, a catholic beart, and 
relled and t with blessed charities, 
kind 
to achieve true social ref among men. 
emb: semed 
out in His 
all inte the 
a 
. the extension has greatly changed with time. r y were waiting for al! the in- 
When England dated ber Magna Charta, Papal spirations of speech from the Rible, which had 
recently come into the one tongue and the other. 
It had come into them, not lapped in the lan. 
guor of the cloister, but instinct with the life of 
pow monarchies arope. 
} and ecclesiastical centre of the whole was Italy, 
with the Papal throne as her duminating autho- “1 
cuty the German Empire, or, as the Papacy in the succeeding to the Council of Trent, | 
bad loved to call it, the Holy Roman Empire, ih vemainel 60 be proved whether natjuns with 
. was the political and military centre; France 
was an intellectual and social centre ; and Spain 
and Portugal formed a centre of force for expan- | or wi : 
sion beyond the seas—an expansion already so | gentle arts, a rich literature, and highly-org»- 
vast that those two countries a securely nized institutions, would gain upon the others. 
_ At the date when the Evangelical Alliance 
was formed, and together with it the present 
the other side | Pontiff began his career, ‘‘ Papel Eurwpe” had 
as shle to win a different meaning from what it bad in the age 
ac ereti Sweden, and to subdue sachis- 
: matical Russia—schemes which were not only | 
Sw ap gland. Compared with the inconceivable to foregoing ages. Two names 
other Protestant States, they wore consider- 
able; compared with Papal Earope, the 
| 
al 


1 
the direction of the Pope. In 
t 


wambers. It bas already writings of 
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of non-Papal E had not 
t momen 

after the Evangelical Alliance and the Pontifi- 
cate of Pius 1x. bave held on their parallel 
course for thirty years, “‘ Papal Eorope” means 
longer what it meant in 1546. At that time, 
all Italy national law placed worship under 
in and Por- 


to the law of the Chu To- 


tionary, heretical, and all that is worthy of con- 
demnation. In Austria a somewhat similar state 
of things exista ; so that the Pope has laid the laws 
of that long-favoured nation under his sovereign 


, though with less 
defroed less secure religious |i , have 
also merited censure. In Poland the Russian 
Goverpment has, without scruple, fought the 
P with its own weapons. Both admirers 
end eppenents of the present Pope draw a sad 
of his Church in Poland 
uring his reigo. They differ as to the cause of 
its decline, the one ascribing it to the cruelty of 
the Russian Government, other to the per- 
petual meddling of Pias 1x., and the rebellious 
spirit with which be inoculates his agents. 

Coneurrently with this political decline there 
has been a religious change. In Italy thousands 
every week hear the Gospel preached, and wor- 
ship God in simple forms. Such con 

steadily inerease in number and insolidity. In 
Spain a similar state of things bas arisen. In 
Nwitzerland considerable portion of the Ca- 


great valee. Both these 
and Germany spr 
The change wh 

constitution and 


t Council effected in the 


ight u it. Bat that 
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Charch, raising it to a higher comparative lével, 
and opening before it a both of internal 
improvement and externa! inflaence, better than 
it has enjoyed for ages. With all its faults, that 
Cherch bas never written upon itself the word of 
doom, *‘ Irreformable,” which Roms now bears 
upon her forebesd, self-inscribed. The conflict 
with the German empire inte which the 
of the Vatican Council have hurried the Pa ; 
has so far been seriously to its disadvantage, for 
it has resulted in a thorough stady of the Papal 
— by jurists, politicians, and men of letters. 
what the Pa principles involve, what 
_ Papal designs and what the Papal orga- 
nization is com will never be in- 


CHRISTENDOM. 


different to its 
who assail it with full knowlpdge of its prin- 
ciples it is always weak. It has no longer 


at command the sword of a Charles vy. or a. 


Ferdinand 11., of Philip or a Louis 

The shields that it anointed a mightier has 

asunder. 

: striking result of the Vatican Council has 


| been the bringing to light of a poe con- 
ics, of 


sciousness, felt by many enlightened Catho 

the comparative decay into which communities 
under the Papal system ly fall. Montalem- 
bert, as is now proved his posthumous work 


on Spain and Liberty, was not onl infall 
sensible of the fact that the Charch bed entered 
on a conflict with all government and with 
all liberal institutions, bat he was also stung 
with shame at the position in which he was 
as having championed the cause of the 
hurch in the name of liberty, and he was tossed 
with fears as to the future. He showed that 
Spain had devel free institutions, both 
municipal and parliamentary, earlier even than 
England, and that it was by the combined red 
tion of the Injuizition in the Charch, and of ab- 
solutism in the Court, that the growing liberties 
of the country were early trodden down. About 
the very time when the picture drawn the 
dying Montalembert was about to see the light, 
its leading traits were independently confirmed 
by the Fee Spanish orator, Castelar. In a re- 
markable delivered in France, he with a 
firm hand the decay of national character 
and institutions in Spain to the same combina- 
tion of the Inquisition and the Court. Another 
Catholic writer, Professor of conn 

dwells with vehemence on stagnation 

work by Professor Laveleye, and oue by the 
—— Francesco Vitelleschi, are of consider- 
im 
noble, bat the brother of a cardinal. He treats 
of the decay of the Catholic nations, and not, as 
some French writers would have it, of the decay 
of the Latin race. To him the cause of decay 
lies not in the stock whence a people sprang, but 
in its life and institutions. One point which im- 
him is the destruction of the individual 
conscience effected by the system of confession, 
and the consequent debility of individual cha- 


; by such men as 
, and Dillinger, in Ger- | 

ny. bot confined to 
the schism in Switzerland and 
produced also a sensible effect upon Greek 


racter, Another point is, that in Catholic coun- 
tries the civil conscience and the ecclesiastical 
conscience are so often in conflict that it fre- 
quently ends in there being no conscience at all. 

The work of Laveleye has been widely circu- 


pretensions; but against those - 


| 
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stances com local and partial departures 
from this precipi but in the main it was up- 
held. France hed ceased to be Catholic as a 
nation ; that is, the national law no longer sub- ; 
mitted worship | 
day the case is tly altered. The only part 
of Italy that is Papal. in the proper sense is the | 
Vatican. Beyond the incts of that palace | 
every Italian may God according to his 
conscience, without consulting the Pope. The . 
Cirilta Cattolica and other organs of the Vatican 
are never weary of demonstrating that so one 
as any country ceases to place its laws “on | 
worship under the Holy See it ceases to be Ca- 
tholic, In those organs Italy is constantly de- 
nounced as non-Catholic, as atheistic, rerola- 

| 
} 
| | 
| 
| 
— | 
ation has separated iteell [rom 
aud formed a national Catholic Church. So far 
as | am able to judge, the movement is almost as 
political in one sense as the Vatican movement is 
m another. In Germany an Old Catholic 
mm hiberate, resolute, but lacking in evangelistic 
zal and in power. It is, however, cal- 
of t, w ight 
appear a mere observation of its t | 
the Papal Charch 
veem very im in this 
country, even since Mr. Gladstone threw an 
; 
ult 
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EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


OPPRESSION OF PROTESTANTS BY THE SPANISH 
GOVERNMENT. 


_ hands of the United States Minister to Spain, 
Hon. Caleb Cushing, and to tatise the same to 
be published. 

In obedience to that direction, the under- 
signed, in the name of the Evangelical Alliance, 
and believing that they also have the ¢on- 
currence of the most enlightened minds in all 
parts of the world, respecfully submit : 

That the right to worship God according to 
the dictates of the individual conscience, with- 
out interfering with the rights of others, 
has been traced to precedents universally re- 
cognized, and is now embodied in International 
Law ; and, for this reason, the right now asked 
| for in Spain is acknowledged by the most 
intelligent nations, and is incorporated, in some 
form, into their fundamental law. 


Experience has proved that no danger to the 
State arises from the concession and exercise of 
this right ; but, on the contrary, those govern- 
ments are the most stable, and the people 
most. peaceful and loyal, where the civil 
authority does not interfere with the religious 
rights and duties of the subject or citizen. 

That such liberty of worship is not incom- 
patible with an Established religion, the Go- 
vernment extending its paternal support to 
one form of the Church, leaving all those who 
diasent therefrom to maintain their own order 
at their own charges. It is not such an Es- 
tablished or State Church to which we now 
direct attention. 

That we have heard, with painful solieitude, 
of the recent decree by the Spanish Govern- 
ment, ordering the removal of all external 
signs by which places of Protestant worship — 
and of instruction are indicated, and also of 
oppressive measures pursued by local muni- 
cipal authorities, ténding to the represtion of 
such liberty on the part of Protestants as 1s 
freely conceded to and enjoyed by all men 
alike in other écuntries. 

That in Protestant countries, like Great 
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always have representatives of that nation so proportion to numbers, far more #0 im elements 
Dat be of futare religious power ; in the Levant, both 
writers for the have never ceased to Austria, the lore of is called 
inte pnity—thet is, of the state of 
branch of the national to 
the | God as by the Pope; in each 
priest these countries a commencement of Protestant 
GEES other side is to be set a considera 
ond iu and 
nthe year 
dominion, It will protably geod 
. Tt y bea 
Steve the of that change 
MEE Pope remains of the conviction that the 
hile the men of modern thought 
d and passing away, the men for essential to the exercise of that power 
St. Peter are being reared in the | HEE Church which he claims as Vicar 
entire courdtry. Their political Te Personally I agree with his Holiness. 
crusade rest chiefly on France, dominion is necessary to the per- 
manent exercise of such a 
, | keep up the delusion that the unity of 
head, as once men would 
on one centre, the Emperor. Men have learned 
that when God made us of one blood He laid a 
the results of the past aring [Soundation for the unity of the human race 
pontificate may be thus summed up : | deepér and nobler far than the crown of any em- 
we have s great decline of Roman | perer, or the forme of any one code. Se will 
learn that when our Lord and Saviour 
oppression of the Papal Church ; in Ireland, s | redeemed His Church with His own blood He 
great decline of Roman Catholic population on a basis incon- 
simultaneously with 7 itical benefits to ceivably b er, more catholic, and more 
the Papal Church ; | ever be afforded by the 
schism ; in Germany, a schism less serious in person of a Pontiff. 
The Executive Committee of the Evan- 
gelical Alhance of the United States, in 
session, New York, October 9, 1876, directed 
the undersigned to express its sentiments on 
the late action of the Government of Spain 
towards Protestant Christians in that country, 
to place a copy of such expression in 


-- 
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Britain and Germany, where the Protestant | for alittle ; that they submit themselves with- 
religion is established by law, and in the | out resistance to the powers that be, looking 
United States of America, where the population unto the King of saints for their deliverance ; 
is Protestant by a vast majority, the people | and that in all things they give to those who 
who adhere to the Roman Church are pro- | oppress them occasion to admire their obedience 
tected, equally with all others, in perfect | to law, so far as that can be rendered with a 
freedom of their worship; and it is an obvious | good conscience toward God. 
principle that the same right should be con-| And the Evangelical Alliance of the United 
ceded to Protestants in Roman Catholic | States will unite with their brethren in Spain, 
countries. whom the lamented Carasco so lovingly re- 
Impressed with these great truths, the | presented at our great Conference of 1873, 
common heritage of nearly all civilized men, and with Christians in every place throughout 
we respectfully represent to the Spanish Go- | the world, in praying unto Him in whose 
vernment, and to the world, that it is not in | hands 
accord with the acknowledged rights of bha- | princes judgment, that, in His divine 
manity, nor with the civilization of the age, | wisdom and infinite power, He will bring in 
nor with the customs of other nations, nor) the glorious day when every knee shall bow 
with the spirit.of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus | to Him, “whose service is perfect freedom,” 
Christ, to restrain the liberties of Protestant | and religious liberty shall be the undisturbed 
Christians as Jong as those liberties are so used | and undisputed possession of every human 
a8 not to interfere with the rights of others | being. 
and the peace and good order of the State. In behalf of the Evangelical Alliance of the 
To our Protestant fellow-Christians in| United States, 


Spain we extend our sympathy, and for them (Signed) S. Inenavs, Pane. 
we continue in prayer, that they may have G. W. Samson. 
grace given unto them to bear with patience W. P. Asporr. 


the afflictions which, we trast, willendure but City of New York, Oct. 9, 1876. 


ANNUAL WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL PRAYER, 
JANUARY 7—14, 1877. 

Arrangements have been made to hold the usual meetings in London. 

At the West-end meetings will be held each morning in the Langham Hall; 43, 
Great Portland Street, Regent Circus, at balf-past eleven o'clock, when addresses will be 
given by the Revs. Samuel Rardsley, m.a., Alexander McAulay, Charles Stanford, David 
McEwan, p.p., Robert Moffat, p.p., and John England. | 

Meetings in the City will also be held from one to two o'clock each day in the Cen- 
tenary Hall, Bishopagate Street, at which addresses will be given by the Revs. Dr. Fraser, 
C. H. Spurgeon, E. E. Jenkins, Marcus Rainsforl, J. G. Gregory, and Charles Graham. 

Looking to the approach of this Week of Universal Prayer, special supplication is 


quested for the divine blessing to rest. abundantly upon the meetings about to be held in 


all countries. 
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